


Problem Introduction Lightning Talk
· Lightning Talks will be given in class on [enter three class dates] during our three-day Colloquium (modeling an academic conference).
· The presentation order will be set during the week before our Colloquium to align with topics (i.e., civil/social citizenship, digital citizenship, and environmental citizenship).
· In-class activities will help you prepare for our post-presentation Q&A sessions.
· Slides are due on the day you are scheduled to present at the start of class.	
Background and Purpose
A lightning talk is a type of informative presentation that prioritizes concision, clarity, and visual impact. You will deliver a lightning talk—a short (3-5 minute) individual presentation—to your classmates, introducing them to the problem area you have spent the past several weeks exploring, reflecting on, and researching. 
The immediate goal of the presentation is to help your audience understand the problem or need area you have explored and argue for the significance of addressing this problem. At this point, your goal is to inspire a search for solutions (not to present or argue for a specific solution). You’ll also ask questions to presenters and, after your presentation, respond to audience questions.
Looking ahead, the larger goal of this presentation in the context of the course project is to help you form groups with classmates who share your interest in the problem or who, perhaps, explored a problem related to yours in some way. After delivering these presentations, we will form groups that will complete further work to negotiate and define the problem your group will actually address in the proposal project. 
The purpose of this assignment is to practice skills and develop knowledge in the following areas: 
· Planning and organizing informative, engaging presentations 
· Using effective visual communication strategies (in a set of presentation slides) for audience and purpose 
· Developing and using effective public speaking communication skills 
· [bookmark: _Toc238475119][bookmark: _Toc238570540][bookmark: _Toc238570640]Asking relevant questions to a presenter and responding to questions from an audience 
Instructions
Step 1: Develop content for the presentation (a script of discussion points)
Begin by planning the structure and content of the presentation (do this in a document, not in slides). Based on your research and reflection about this problem, you want to find a way to make the problem understandable and real for your audience—engaging them both intellectually and emotionally.  
The Lightning Talk extends from your Research Journal 2 and your Research Story, so refer to your work and feedback on those assignments as you plan this content. Think now about how to translate your narrative into a presentation. As you plan, consider how you might make the problem understandable and real for your audience. To capture your audience’s attention, introduce the problem using language and terms that they will understand and relate to. Try out strategies to make your talk memorable and relatable, like telling anecdotes, providing vivid descriptions and examples, and/or making striking or surprising comparisons. Finally, be selective about what you include—consider how much information we can absorb in a short talk. 
Use the following structure and prompts to get started: 
Beginning: Context building 
· Engaging opening
· Introduce the issue or question – define key terms or concepts, provide relevant historical facts or perspectives 
· Explain why it matters, make it real for your audience – explain a connection to their experience, provide a compelling example, or introduce a main “character” 
· Your hook may be a powerful statistic, a brief case study or story, or perhaps a dynamic question.
Middle: Evidence and explanation 
· Context and background information
· Communicate foundational context for this problem, which may include terms or concepts
· Present the most important data and research findings – outline technical and social findings clearly and memorably (prioritize and focus) 
· Highlight patterns and trends, focusing on key causes and effects – describe an unsatisfactory situation and the factors that led to this state, incorporate your example or case 
· Provide context about who is directly affected by the problem and how they and their community are affected
End: Insights 
· Takeaway(s)/Opportunities for Change
· State the central takeaway (the big idea that you want them to remember about this issue) – as citizens of this society, why should your audience be aware of this issue? 
· Discuss implications and suggest next steps or future questions – highlight opportunities for change or key lessons learned from the past 
Step 2: Design the presentation slides 
After you know what you’re going to say, then think about designing the slides. This is a short presentation (3-5 minutes, 6-8 slides), so review the content and identify the key moments that you want to emphasize with visuals. 
For this communication situation, consider that this is first intended to be an engaging presentation, and the slides are only designed to fully express their meaning alongside the oral presentation, not to stand on their own: The visuals enhance the presentation, not duplicate or repeat it.  
The slides should be primarily visual, relying on images, diagrams, graphics, and stylized font – no bullet list text slides allowed! 
Use whatever software or tool you’re familiar with to create your presentation visuals (e.g., Google Slides, PowerPoint, or Prezi). No matter what you use, keep the design clear and visually consistent. See assignment Resources for additional suggestions and strategies.
Step 3: Feedback and Q&A preparation
As part of an in-class activity, you’ll enter your script and slide deck drafts into a university-approved AI tool with specific instructions to generate feedback to help you improve your materials and to generate potential questions to help you prepare for the Q&A. Afterwards, as a class, we’ll reflect on the results. Do not use AI to develop your materials; we will only use it during the feedback and revision stage.
In the Q&A session on the day you present, you will be expected to know and understand your topic beyond what is shared in your prepared talk and respond on the spot to questions:

· demonstrate knowledge of your research, its implications, and your own analysis beyond what you share in your prepared presentation
· take notes and write down questions to ask of classmate presenters 
Step 4: Practice & deliver the presentation 
After you revise your script and slides, practice your presentation to ensure it meets the time parameters. How you present information is (almost) as important as the information itself. The energy and interest that you project to your audience will reflect back to you. Your goal is to sound confident, comfortable, and knowledgeable, with tone, volume, pace, and energy suited to the audience and purpose. Practice while standing to be aware of your body language, posture, using your hands, etc. 
During the presentation, you may use notes, but they should be limited to a brief outline and prompts, not a full script.
Requirements
· Engage in, reflect on, and consider feedback and questions generated from in-class activities
· Presentation is 3 – 5 minutes long (this is a strict limit—you will be cut off if you go over the time limit, so practice!) 
· Include 6 – 8 slides – slides should be simple, well designed, highly visual, and impactful (no text-only, bullet-list slides) 
· Demonstrates an effort to engage the audience (acknowledge what they care about, what they value, how they learn and remember) 
· Include small textual citations to credit sources on the slides, with a full References list in APA style at the end (this final slide does not count as one of the 6 – 8 slides) 
· Deliver with high quality, confident, and engaging oral presentation skills; uses minimal notes during the presentation (does not read directly from a script) 
· Answer questions from classmates in our post-presentation Q&A session, demonstrating knowledge and analysis beyond what you shared in your presentation 
· Take notes during classmates’ presentations and prepare relevant questions for other presenters
See the grading rubric for more detail on these requirements.
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