Lightning Talk Lesson Plan
Overview
Lightning Talks are 3- to 5-minute individual in-class presentations in which students introduce the problem area they have spent several weeks researching and reflecting on. Students start preparing their presentations during Week 5 and present during Weeks 6-7 over three class periods as part of a Colloquium (similar to an academic conference) that divides the class of 24 students into three panels: civil/social citizenship, digital citizenship, and environmental citizenship. A Q&A session occurs each day after panelists present their material. 
This assignment and its related activities address these Advanced Writing Course ELOs:
· Investigate and integrate knowledge of the subject, context, and audience with knowledge of genres, conventions and rhetorical choices to advance a particular writing objective.
· 1.2 Use credible and relevant sources of information, evaluate assumptions, and consider alternative viewpoints or hypotheses to express ideas and develop arguments.
· 2.1 Reflect on how they adapt rhetorical and research strategies they have learned to new contexts.
· 2.2 Develop scholarly, creative, or professional products that are meaningful to them and their audience.
Activities related to this assignment address these AI Fluency Learning Objectives:
· Explore the potential benefits and limitations of common AI applications in the context of a chosen field.
· Use AI tools to accomplish specific goals in the field of study, and critically assess outputs for accuracy and relevance to the task.
Steps
Week 5
Day 1—Introduction and Script Online
Step 1: Introduce Lightning Talk Assignment and steps, including AI feedback stage and Q&A session.
Step 2: Showcase example of Lightning Talk; invite students to share what stood out to them.
Step 3: Provide presentation schedule for Weeks 6-7.
Step 4: Use class time for students to individually complete this 2-pt. written planning activity (part of their overall in-class activity grade):
· Write a draft of your presentation content outline. 
· Get inspiration for messaging strategies by reading through the “What Makes Messages Stick?” section of Presentation Zen (pp. 79-81). Which of the 6 principles stands out to you the most? How can you see applying them in your Lightning Talk? Are there any edits you might want to make to your initial outline right away?
· Brainstorm and write out at least 2 different “openings” for the presentation—what are some ways you might get the audience’s attention, help them connect, or build on something they already know/care about?
· Reflection/free-writing: What are your strengths and weaknesses as a presenter? What presentation skills have you have intentionally focused and improved in the past? What skills do you want to improve further? Do you have any worries or anxieties about presenting in front of a group? Why or why not?
Day 2—Slide Design
Step 1: Invite students to read feedback on the previous day’s assignment.
Step 2: Provide overview of slide design rules, discuss design tips, and show highly visual examples with minimal text.
Step 3: Use class time for students to create and upload to Carmen a single slide; walk around room to answer questions as students work.
Step 4: Students will create full script and slide deck prior to next class meeting, keeping the professor’s slide feedback in mind.
Week 6
Day 1 – AI Feedback Stage and Q&A Preparation
Feedback
Step 1: Show example of how to use Microsoft Co-Pilot (or other university-approved AI tool) for feedback on script and slide deck
Step 2: Guide students on how to write a prompt to instruct AI to provide helpful feedback
Step 3: Students enter their materials into AI and receive feedback based on the prompt they provided
Step 4: Students complete a freewrite activity in class about the results; this graded reflection comprises part of their Lightning Talk grade (1.25 pts.): What feedback did you receive? Was it helpful? If so, how do you plan to revise your materials? If not, why? How could you improve the prompt you entered?
Questions
Step 5: Review the Q&A format and remind students of previous work done during the Inquiry stage in which we discussed formulating and answering questions. Sources include these:
· Regular vs. research questions: https://ohiostate.pressbooks.pub/choosingsources/chapter/regular-vs-research-questions/
· Facilitating the Question Formulation Technique (QFT): https://rightquestion.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/RQI-Resource-QFT-Facilitation-Guide.pdf
· How to ask good questions after a research presentation: https://www.animateyour.science/post/how-to-answer-questions-after-a-research-presentation 
· How to ask good questions at an academic conference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSpRVORRMoI 
Note: Prior to the Lightning Talks, students engage in Small Group Meetings (4 students + instructor) in which they present a research story (no visuals), answer questions, engage with feedback (take notes, rephrase suggestions to ensure they understand, or ask questions for clarification), and asked questions of their peers.
Step 6: Guide students to ask (in the same AI thread) what questions they should expect from their audience
Step 7: Students complete a freewrite activity in class about the results; this graded reflection comprises part of their Lightning Talk grade (1.25 pts.): What questions should you anticipate? What most surprised you? What further research do you need to do to be able to answer them? What else comes to mind?
Step 8: Invite students to engage with each other about the results and to provide tips to each other


Day 2 – Lightning Talks – Panel 1 – Civil/Social Citizenship + Q&A
Step 1: Remind students to show engagement with their classmates’ presentations and take notes to help them prepare questions for the post-panel Q&A session in which presenters will demonstrate knowledge of their research, its implications, and their own analysis beyond what was shared in the prepared presentation
Step 2: During the presentations, students will post questions in a document accessible only to the professor (such as a Carmen assignment), who will decide which questions will be asked by whom after the panel and ensure each presenter is asked to respond to the same amount of questions (about 3 questions per each presenter)
Step 3: Take notes to assess how well each presenter answered each question and note their topic knowledge and analysis beyond presentation material, as this will factor into their grade; see Rubric for details.
Week 7
Continue to assess Q&A portion following same approach as above.
Day 1 – Lightning Talks – Panel 2 – Digital Citizenship + Q&A 
Day 2 – Lightning Talks – Panel 3 – Environmental Citizenship + Q&A
After the Lightning Talks end, ask students to assess how well the AI feedback exercise prepared them for their Q&A session. This can be done through a casual class conversation (first as think-pair-share, then an all-class conversation) or through more a formalized approach such as a set of Likert scale questions.

Parts of this Lesson Plan were created by Dr. Jennifer Herman and Professor Leah Wahlin; it was adapted by Jenny Patton


2

