Lightning Talk Rubric
	Criteria
	Description
	Points

	Preparation
	Participated in and reflected on results from in-class feedback session and Q&A activities
	___ /2.5

	Time
	Delivered in class within 3-5 minutes
	___ /7.5

	
Content &
Audience Awareness
	· Presented a focused, well-organized, and complete research story (a specific problem or issue) in a compelling manner supported with relevant and credible evidence.
· Clearly communicated key findings, causes, effects, examples, and implications (who it affects).
· Effectively structured and organized the presentation (logos); included a manageable amount of information for the scope – informative but not overwhelming for the audience. 
· Demonstrated strong awareness of audience interests, experiences, and values through effective examples, explanations, and engagement strategies.
	___ /25

	
Visuals
	· Used 6-8 slides or distinct visuals to support the presentation. 
· Created slides that were highly visual, simple, well designed (consistent), meaningful, and impactful (no text-only, bullet-list slides). 
· Integrated the visuals into the presentation by revealing them when they would be useful to the audience (and not distracting);
· Provided visuals that improved the audience's understanding of and engagement with the information.
	___ /15

	
Delivery & Presentation Skills
	· Delivered a confident, polished, and engaging oral presentation, demonstrating effective planning and preparation. If used, notes were not distracting and the presenter did not read extensively from the notes. 
· Used clear, well-paced, and dynamic speaking tone appropriate for audience and content; the presenter's posture and gestures were natural, and they consistently faced out toward the audience with good eye contact. 
	___ /15

	
Mechanics & Citations
	· Used precise, professional language that was carefully chosen. 
· Demonstrated careful attention to detail (spelling, punctuation, and grammar). 
· Cited borrowed visuals or evidence from sources on slides with unobtrusive text showing the author/source, date of publication, and embedded URL (for online sources).
· Included a complete APA References slide at the end
	___ /7.5

	Q&A
	· Wrote relevant questions for at least 10 classmates during presentations 
(2.5 pts.)
· Articulately answered questions in post-presentation Q&A session, demonstrating topic knowledge and analysis beyond presentation material (5 pts.)
	___ /7.5

	TOTAL
	Add points for all columns.
	___ / 80



Rubric created by Jennifer Herman and Leah Wahlin; adapted by Jenny Patton
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